34.   TWO SIDES
The spinning resolution is proving a remarkable study in the
mentality of Congressmen. It required a resolution of the AX
C,C* to make Congressmen understand that for hand*spinning
to be universal) it was the duty of at least Congress representatives
not only to learn but to practise spinning. They have now begun
to see the force of it. Til! now, in spite of an earlier resolution
of the AXG,C, that ail such Congressmen should at least learn
the art, the majority had not even touched the wheel
No wonder that spinning has not made enough progress for
bringing about an effective boycott of foreign cloth* Now however
men who had thought they would never be able to spin have
not only begun to do so but have also begun to Eke it. Here
is an extract from a letter;
I was laic in sitting to work* Some more days wtre taken up in collec-
ting material Then for a few days more I kept quarrelling with my tools,
thus showing the kind of workman that I am. When the wheel became
amenable to reason, the slivers revolted. Hie lilly thing* refined to yield
thread but seemed to have no objection to let out the whole of themselves
at a bound* It appeared to me that it wm much emier t0 spin fine specu-
lative thread from & chair of philosophy than 10 turn out rent live yarn
from a spinning-wheel. If I had realized tfatt the mischievous Mahttmt
had this trouble in store for us, I would have thought i hundred time*
before non-co-opcratmg with my comfortable chiir it the college at his
catt in 192 L ! had thought then that is t leader I would have the
privilege of descanting upon spinning from a hundred platform* md not
have to practise it ! have been rudely disillusioned. Well, I accept the
inevitable m retreat now is out of the question. 1 tend you the reiult
of my labours, poor as it is, The condition! laid down have not in a single
point been fulfilled, But I am assure you my heart tut not failed and
I yet hope to show very creditable result*.
I can multiply such instances of late, though zealous, response.
But the reader should know the other aide also* Here ii a
free translation of the only letter of Its Mad received from the presi-
dent of a subordinate Congress Committee. He say*:
I regard as improper tM* rtiohition of the A.I.C.G.  Today it is
the spinnhftg-i^eel or the raigaatMm, Tomomw It n*ay be * Wk your
meal or resign", or it my be "Ante your heads clean or